  1o    ΓΕΝΙΚΟ ΛΥΚΕΙΟ ΚΟΡΩΠΙΟΥ


Read the text and choose the correct option  (a, b ,c) for items 1-10. 
                        
If anyone mentions canals, the city that immediately comes to mind is Venice, Italy. However there is another European city that has even more canals than Venice does. That city is Amsterdam, the capital of the Netherlands. Amsterdam has over 100 km. of canals and as many as 90 islands, which are connected by about 1500 bridges. And this despite the fact that almost half of them have been filled in.
Amsterdam first developed as a fishing village after a dam in the Amstel river was built in about 1250.

The most important historical buildings in Amsterdam today date back to the golden age, when economic success drew people to the city. This immigration gave Amsterdam its cosmopolitan character, while freedom of trade, thought and religion attracted famous scholars and philosophers. These people enjoyed greater liberty in Amsterdam than was available anywhere else in Europe at the time.

Today Amsterdam is a popular holiday destination, especially in summer, when the canals are busy with pleasure boats. Companies offer a variety of cruises, from inexpensive tours to luxury cruises with dinner and entertainment. Alternatively, tourists can walk along the four main canals and see some of the most beautiful parts of the city.
These days the canals are much cleaner than they used to be. Three times a week, clean water is pumped in from a local lake and city water is pumped out. Cleaning boats scoop up any leaves and rubbish on the surface and, since2005, the houseboats have been connected to a sewerage system.     
1. What is true about the canals of Amsterdam now?
a. there are over a thousand of them.


 b. there are fewer of them than there used to be.

c. there are fewer than there are in Venice.

2. Where does the name Amsterdam come from? 
a. it is the name of a river.     b. it means fishing village.    c. it refers to something that was built there.

3. What does the word in italics from the text mean? “golden age”

a. poverty and crisis. 
b. recent years.


c. wealth and development.

4. What, according to the writer, attracted famous scholars to Amsterdam?

a. people had more freedom there than in other cities.         b. the city was commercially successful.

c. the city had political influence.

5. Which of the following statements is true according to the text?

a. it is popular as a tourist destination.


b. it is popular for its trade.

c. it is popular for the scholars and philosophers.

6. The writer says that 

a. some of the cruises don’t cost a lot.

       b. cruises are only for the very rich.

c. tourists can see the best parts of the city only if they take a cruise.
7. What does the word in italics from the text mean? “variety”

a. all day
b. interesting.
                         c. a number of different.

8. Why are the canals cleaner than they used to be?

a. fewer people walk along them now.                    b. the canal water is frequently replaced.

c. the water is regularly passed through special machines that clean it.

9. How does Amsterdam deal with rubbish on the surface of canals?

a. boats recycle them.
b. boats collect them.

c. boats pumped them out.

10. The text tells the story of 

a. the capital of the Netherlands.
b. the golden age of Amsterdam.      c. the canals of Amsterdam.   
Fill in the sentences that follow with the correct form of the words on the left.

Argue         Please don’t have another ……………………..with your sister.

Perform     Everyone loved the pianist’s …………………………
Remark     Jason is a(n) …………………………….young man. He’s always got new ideas.

Origin        Obviously, the school’s new classrooms are more modern than the ……………….ones.

Create        The government is interested in job ……………………. 

Fortunate    ………………………. I never found the watch that I lost.

Child          I had a great ……………………. with lots of friends and freedom to play.

Week          Every Saturday I make my ………………… trip to the supermarket.

Organise    He has always worked for banks and other financial ………………………..

Educate      I got a good ……………………… at the school I went to.  
GOOD LUCK 
